Vol.un.t.a.s. in Harz National Park            

Germany  (10-17 July 2008)

My motivation to voluntary service:

In my opinion, voluntary service is discovery of something new, of nature and even yourself. Learning to cooperate, you manage to be happy to be useful to the others. 

Voluntary service is a new “way to live”, different from our used life ; it’s a tool by which you can feel the strongest emotions. 

Voluntary service is an activity by which different people from different countries get together as a single group and learn from each other. It can make different people close among each other, because cooperation is the centre of social terms; by voluntary service, you can challenge yourself. It’s a strong experience, that let you understand the beauty of simple things, like the beauty of a wet leaf or a burning fire.

Voluntary service means acting, and acting is the sign of our existence. 

I chose to start a voluntary activity because I like cooperating with other people to reach a common goal… and, at the same time, having the possibility to make something useful for the community of people whose territory we are working in! Moreover this kind of activity allows you to work very close to nature…. That’s an experience not so simple to live, because the frenzy of the city life!

I think that everybody could help somebody that is in a difficult situation, so, I think it’s very important to be useful to the people around me. For this reason I chose to become a volunteer, and because this kind of experience gives me emotions that I wouldn’t never forgive!  Roberta

My motivation to voluntary service is, first of all, the will to contribute to the progress of social life by actions meant to make people aware about environmental and social matters. Secondly, there’s the will to find (once again!) a closer relations with Nature, that is often obstructed by industrialization and by pollution. At last, there’s the will to go beyond the city limits, to face new people, new experiences, different lives. 

I decided to experience this voluntary service in Germany because I had a great curiosity to try and live in a different place. In this way, I have had the possibility to discover some abilities, interests and skills that I didn’t know I had before, like the “team play”. 

My motivation to voluntary service can be identified in the relations I set up with other volunteers: cooperation, friendship, helping other volunteers and…. having fun! Working all together and close to nature gives the basis for a different world. 

My evaluation about voluntary service concerns relations and emotions related to voluntary activity. Voluntary service (and Vol.un.t.a.s., the associations which I belong) allows me to improve my relationship with the other members and to discover, together with them, intelligent “strategies” to improve everyone’s attitude and skills.  Being a volunteer and acting in natural Parks, is suitable to my own attitudes: by voluntary service I can share my abilities and emotions with a community of people: emotions so strong that couldn’t be priced!   (prof. Rosa  De Rosa , Tutor)

Being a volunteer means give yourself to other people and to the world totally. You won’t have any fee in money, but in emotions: with little actions measured to your skills, you contribute to preserve environment. Moreover, voluntary service gives you not only the possibility to live unforgettable experiences, by cooperating with special people. 

There are different reasons why I chose to become a volunteer In natural Parks:

    Being close to nature with other guys and the possibility to meet new friends

    The  manual work. Working is a very important component in the idea of the volunteer.

I remember the satisfaction I felt last year when I completed the work I had to do in the Abruzzo Lazio e Molise National Park in Italy.

    The opportunity to travel and visiting new countries, compare different way to live and learn from different traditions. In addiction there’s the opportunity to learn and live close to nature, that, in particular moments during the day, is capable to make you meditate and have rest at the same time, and let you enjoy the atmosphere so different from the city craze. Here, in Germany, I’ve become used to seat with my friend Peppe on the bench and look at the sun, hiding slow among the clouds. (Adriano Apice)

